What does it mean to be well taught? A hermeneutic course evaluation.
Evaluating courses is an ongoing part of nursing education. With the adoption of innovative approaches to nursing curricula, there is an increasing need for congruent forms of evaluation. This paper explores the character of a hermeneutic course evaluation within a practice-driven, phenomenological approach to a 4-year baccalaureate curriculum. An interpretation of evaluation data from 2 years of an introduction to nursing course reveals a distinction between learning and being well taught. The article focuses on the theme "being well taught as experiencing structure," and the importance of teaching practices that achieve a balance between specificity and flexibility. It is evident that evaluations that focus on understanding and uncovering what is usually taken for granted have the capacity not only to indicate what works and does not work in a course, but also to depict a course's phenomenological nature and to illuminate the transformative power of narrative as it situates and extends learning.